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RAIGANJ UNIVERSITY,

COLLEGEPARA,

POST OFFICE: RAIGANJ – 733 134,

DISTRICT: UTTAR DINAJPUR,

WEST BENGAL,

Phone: (03523) 243586, 
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ABOUT THE B.A. (HONOURS IN ENGLISH) (PARTS – I, II, AND III) (SEMESTERS – 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, AND 6)-COURSE OF 

RAIGANJ UNIVERSITY, 

COLLEGEPARA , RAIGANJ – 733 134  
Duration of course/programme: Three years (to be divided into 6 Semesters of 6 months each)

Distribution of Marks: 
B.A. (Honours in English), Part – I – consisting of Papers 101, 102, 103, and 104, to be evenly divided into 2 Semesters (6 months each): 50 x 4 = 200 marks 

B.A. (Honours in English), Part – II – consisting of Papers 201, 202, 203, and 204, to be evenly divided into 2 Semesters (6 months each): 50 x 4 = 200 marks 

B.A. (Honours in English), Part – III – consisting of Papers 301, 302, 303, 304, 305, 306, 307 (Special Paper) and 308 (Special Paper), to be evenly distributed into 2 Semesters (6 months each): 50x8 = 400 marks 
Total Marks: 200 + 200 + 400 = 800 

RAIGANJ UNIVERSITY, RAIGANJ 

SYLLABUS – B.A. (HONOURS IN ENGLISH)-COURSE (2015-16 ONWARDS) 

B.A. (HONOURS IN ENGLISH), PART – I
SEMESTER – I

Paper – 101:             




              Full Marks: 50 (20x2 + 5x2)                                                       
(i) History of Old, Middle English, and Renaissance literature:

Heroic poetry (with special reference to Beowulf), Christian poetry, alliterative poems, beginnings of prose, Geoffrey Chaucer, William Langland, beginnings of drama, University Wits, the Metaphysical poetry 

(ii) The Restoration, comedy of manners, Augustan verse satire, the rise of the periodical essay and the novel 

Paper – 102:                                                                            Full Marks: 50 (20x2 + 5x2)                                                       
(i) The French Revolution, the Romantic Imagination, Romanticism as ‘return to nature’, the precursors to Romantic poetry, characteristic features of Romantic poetry 

(ii) The Industrial Revolution, colonialism and imperialism, science and religion, comparative study of Alfred, Lord Tennyson, and Robert Browning, the Victorian women-novelists, the Pre-Raphaelites

(iii) Characteristic features of modern literature, war poetry, the revival of Poetic Drama, the Stream-of-Consciousness novel, literature of the Thirties, Post-War literature up to 1960  

B.A. (HONOURS IN ENGLISH), PART – I

SEMESTER – II 
Paper – 103:                                                                              Full Marks: 50 (15x2+5x2) 
1. History of the English Language:

(i) General Features of English

(ii) Loan-words as milestones of general history 

(iii) Influence of Christianity 

(iv) The Scandinavian element

(v) The French element

(vi) The Classical elements (Greek and Latin)

(vii) Varieties of English
(viii) William Shakespeare’s contribution to the English language 

2. Topics for short-notes:

Hybrids, Malapropism, Johnsonese, Journalese, Euphemism, Portmanteau-words, Slang terms, Back-formation, False etymology 

3. Critical Resume                                                                            (10 x 1=10) 

Paper – 104:                                                                                               Full Marks: 50

                  1. Literary types                                                                      (15x2=30 marks)

                  Tragedy, Comedy, the Lyric and its variants, the Novel and its kinds

                  2. Rhetoric and Prosody                                                                    (12 + 8=20) 

B.A. (HONOURS IN ENGLISH), PART – II
SEMESTER – III
Paper – 201:                                                                                                  Full Marks: 50 

1. Poetry: 







    (20x2 + 5x2) marks

William Shakespeare’s sonnets: Number(s) 29, 30, 64, 65, 137, and 138

John Donne’s “The Good Morrow”, and “The Anniversarie”

Andrew Marvell’s “Thopughts in a Garden”

Henry Vaughan’s “The Retreat”

John Milton’s Paradise Lost, Book – I 

Alexander Pope’s The Rape of the Lock 
Paper – 202:                                                                                                  Full Marks: 50 
Drama (two plays are to be selected and studied):                                (20x2 + 5x2) marks 
Thomas Kyd’s The Spanish Tragedy
                       or,

Christopher Marlowe’s Edward the Second
William Shakespeare’s Macbeth
William Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night 
B.A. (HONOURS IN ENGLISH), PART – II
SEMESTER – IV 

Paper – 203: 







            Full Marks: 50 
1. Poetry: 






         (15x2 + 4x2=38) Marks
Thomas Gray’s “Elegy written in a Country Churchyard”

Or,

William Cowper’s “The Solitude of Alexander Selkirk”

William Blake’s “The Lamb”, and “The Tyger”

William Wordsworth’s “Tintern Abbey”, and “The Table Turned”

Percy Bysshe Shelley’s “Ode to the West Wind”, and “To a Skylark”

John Keats’s “Ode to a Nightingale”, and “Ode on a Grecian Urn”

2. Prose:                                                                                                     (12x1=12) Marks 

Charles Lamb’s “Dream Children”, “The Praise of Chimney-sweepers”, “New Year’s Eve”, and “The Superannuated Man”

Paper – 204:






                        Full Marks: 50 








         (20x2 + 5x2=50) Marks 
3. Novel (any one):

Daniel Defoe’s Robinson Crusoe 

Jane Austen’s Emma 
4. Drama (any one):

Oliver Goldsmith’s She stoops to conquer
Richard Brinsley Sheridan’s The Rivals

B.A. (HONOURS IN ENGLISH), PART – III
SEMESTER – V

Paper – 301: 





                                    Full Marks: 50 
Poetry:                                                                                               (16x2+4x2=40) Marks 

Alfred, Lord Tennyson’s “Ulysses”
Robert Browning’s “The Last Ride Together”

Matthew Arnold’s “The Scholar Gipsy”

Dante Gabriel Rossetti’s “The Blessed Damozel”

Literary Movement(s) (any one)




          10x1=10 Marks 

(i) Imagism; (ii) Symbolism; (iii) Modernism and Postmodernism; (iv) Feminism; (v) Postcolonialism 

Paper – 302: 








Full Marks: 50 
Novel: 







         (20x2 + 5x2=50) Marks

Charles Dickens’s A Tale of Two Cities
Thomas Hardy’s Far from the Madding Crowd

Charlotte Brontë’s Jane Eyre
George Eliot’s The Mill on the Floss
Paper – 303: 








Full Marks: 50  

Poetry:






         (20x2 + 5x2=50) Marks 

William Butler Yeats’s “The Wild swans at Coole”, and “Sailing to Byzantium”

Thomas Stearns Eliot’s “The Hollow Men”

Wystan Hugh Auden’s “Look, Stranger!” 

Paper – 304: 








Full Marks: 50  

Novel (any one):






          20x1=20 Marks 

Edward Morgan Forster’s A Passage to India
William Somerset Maugham’s The Moon and Sixpence 
Drama (any one):






          20x1=20 Marks
George Bernard Shaw’s Arms and the Man
John Millington Synge’s Riders to the Sea
Short story (any one):  





          10x1=10 Marks
Joseph Conrad’s “The Lagoon”

James Joyce’s “Araby”

Katherine Mansfield’s “The Fly”  

B.A. (HONOURS IN ENGLISH), PART – III
SEMESTER – VI

Paper – 305:







            Full Marks: 50
Poetry (any one):





       (12x1 + 4x2) = 20 Marks
Rabindranath Tagore’s “The Golden Boat”; “The Conch”; and, “The Arrival” 

(from Rabindranath Tagore’s Selected Poems, trans. William Radice, London: Penguin Books, 2005)
Kamala Das’s “An Introduction”; “Forest Fire”; and, “Smoke in Colombo”

(from Kamala Das’s Only the Soul knows how to sing, Kottayam: D.C. Books, 1996) 
Emily Dickinson’s “I felt a Funeral in my Brain”; “Because I could not stop for Death”; “A Light exists in Spring”; and “The Saddest Noise, the Sweetest Noise” 
Novel (any two): 






       (15x2=30) Marks
Rasipuram Krishnaswami Narayan’s The English Teacher
Vidiadhar Surajprasad Naipaul’s A House for Mr. Biswas

Ernest Hemingway’s A Farewell to Arms 

Ngũgĩ wa Thiong’o’s The River Between 
Paper – 306:







            Full Marks: 50
Drama:






        (20x2 + 5x2) =50 Marks
Indira Parthasarathy’s Aurangzeb
Mahasweta Devi’s Mother of 1084 
(both the above-mentioned are to be studied from G.P. Deshpande, ed., Modern English Drama, New Delhi: Sahitya Akademi) 

Edward Albee’s The Zoo Story 
Wole Soyinka’s The Lion and the Jewel

Eugene O’ Neill’s The Emperor Jones 

Special Paper(s) (Papers – 307 and 308) (any one to be taught): 

Special Paper – Ancient Greek and Latin Drama (in English translation): 
Paper – 307:                                                                                    (20x2 + 5x2=50) Marks

Aeschylus of Eleusis’ Agamemnon 
Sophocles of Colonus’s Oedipus Rex

Lucius Annaeus Seneca’s The Trojan Women 
Paper – 308: 






         (20x2 + 5x2=50) Marks

Euripides of Salamis’s Medea 
Aristophanes of Athens’s The Frogs
Publius Vergilius Maro’s The Aeneid, Book – I 

Special Paper – Indian English Literature: 

Paper – 307: Indian English Literature – Poetry and Novel:    (20x2 + 5x2=50) Marks

Nissim Ezekiel’s poems

A.K. Ramanujan’s poems 

Jayanta Mahapatra’s poems 

(all the poems of the above-mentioned three poets as anthologised in The Oxford India Anthology of Twelve Modern Indian Poets, edited by A.K. Mehrotra, New Delhi: Oxford University Press India, 1997) 

Shashi Deshpande’s Roots and Shadows
Salman Rushdie’s Haroun and the Sea of Stories 
Kiran Desai’s The Inheritance of Loss 
Paper – 308: Indian English Literature – Drama:                     (20x2 + 5x2=50) Marks

Badal Sircar’s Evam Indrajit (trans. K. Karnad, New Delhi: Oxford University Press India, 1975) 
Vijay Tendulkar’s Silence! The Court is in Session (New Delhi: Oxford University Press India, 2011) 

Girish Karnad’s Tughlaq 
Special Paper – Linguistics: 
Paper – 307: Linguistics and the Structure of the English Language:

A. Theory: 40 Marks; Viva-voce: 10 Marks                                            (Total: 50 Marks):

Question-pattern for theory:

a) Four short-questions to be answered out of six, each carrying 5 marks 

b) Two essay-type questions to be answered out of three, each carrying 15 marks

c) One question of 10 marks, to be answered out of two 

Viva-voce: 10 Marks 

Syllabus for Linguistics and the Structure of the English Language:
A. (i) Definition and scope of linguistics

     (ii) Branches of linguistics

     (iii) Key properties of language

     (iv) Phonemes and syllables 
Paper – 308: Linguistics and the Structure of the English Language:

A. Theory: 40 Marks; Viva-voce: 10 Marks                                            (Total: 50 Marks):

Question-pattern for theory:

a) Four short-questions to be answered out of six, each carrying 5 marks 

b) Two essay-type questions to be answered out of three, each carrying 15 marks

c) One question of 10 marks, to be answered out of two 

Viva-voce: 10 Marks 

Syllabus for Linguistics and the Structure of the English Language:

A. (i) Symbols for the sounds of English and phonemic transcription 

     (ii) Descriptions of vowels and consonants of English

     (iii) Stress and intonation

     (iv) Concepts of morphone and allomorph 

N.B. The B.A. (Honours in English)-syllabus of Raiganj University (Collegepara, Post Office: Raiganj – 733 134, District: Uttar Dinajpur, West Bengal), is framed after the model of the B.A. (Honours in English)-syllabus of the University of North Bengal (Raja Rammohunpur, Post Office: N.B.U. – 734 013, District: Darjeeling, West Bengal). 
