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“he present volume entitled “INDIA’S EXPERIMENT
1 WITH LOCAL DEMOCRACY” is the autcome of the
combination of different articles written by different Scholars in
thar respective areas of interest. The concepl of Local Democracy

has been popularized in the field of developmental discourse in

the third world countries. At the broadest level local governance
s defined as “the formulition and execution of collective action
at the local level” (Shah and Shah, 2006:1). Shah and Shah (2006)
argue that good local governance is not just about providing a
range of local services but also about “preserving the life and
liberty of residents, creating space for democratic participation
and awvic dialogue, supporting market-led and environmentally
sustainable local development, and facilitating outcomes that
ennich the quality of life of residents” (ibid:2). Local government.
on the other hand, refers to the specific insttutions created,
usually by national or sub-national organs of the state (through
constitutions, legislation and the like) with a focus on creating
the vehicle for the delivery of a set of services in a specific
geographical jurisdiction. This means it is possible to have local
government without local democracy, but not possible to have
good loacal governance without both good local government
and pood local democracy. Increasingly the vehicle of local
governments/authorities is being seenas anmportant focal area
by national governments and international agencies The United
Nations (UN) Secretary-General's High-Level Panel on the Post-
2015 development agenda argues “ Local authonties form a vital
bridge between national governments, communities and citizens
and will have a eritical role in a new global partmership ... Local
authorities have a anitical role in setting prionties, executing,
plans, monitoring results and engaging with local firms and
communities.” (United Nations 2013: 10) Overall, then, the term
local governance is used to describe a broader framework which.
along with local government, encompasses civil society and 1ts
enpagement - either individually as citizens, orn groupings

such as civil sociely organizations, assocalions, z.,.ﬁr__:z__::;
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= he present volume entitled “INDIA'S EXPERIMENT

1 WITH LOCAL DEMOCRACY” is the cutcome of the
combination of differentarticles wriften by different Scholars in
therr respective areas of interest. The concept of Local Democracy

“has been popularized n the field of developmental discourse in

the third warld countries. At the broadest leve! local governance
s defined as “the formulation and execution of collective action
at the local level” (Shah and Shah, 2006:1). Shah and Shah (2006)
argue that good local governance is not just about providing a
range of local services hut also about “preserving the life and
liberty of residents, creating space for democratic part icipation
and civic dialogue, supporting market-led and environmentally
sustainable local development, and facilitating outcomes that
enrich the quality of hife of residents” (ibid:2). Local government,
on the other hand, refers to the m.....nﬁ.,:... institutions created,
usually by national or sub-national organs of the state (throu gh
constitutions, legislation and the like) with a focus on creating
the vehicle for the delivery of a set of services in a specific
geographical jurisdiction. This means itis possible to have local
government without local democracy, but not possible o have
good local governance without both good local government
and good local democracy. Increasingly the vehicle of local
overnments/ authorities is being seen as animportant focal area
by national governments and international agencies The Unated
Nations (UN) Secretary-General's High-Level I"anel on the Post-
2015 development agenda argues “ Local authonties form a vital
bridge between national governments, communities and atizens
and will have a critical role in a new global partnership.... Local
authorities have a critical role in setting priontes, executing
plans, monitoring results and engaging with loval firms and
communities ” (United Nations 2013: 10) Overall, then, the term
local governance is used to describe a broader framework which
along with local government, encompasses civil society and 1ts
enpagement - either individually as citizens, or i groupings
such as civil society organizations, associahions, :...ﬁ:?::.x:.
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‘the third world countries. At the broadest

he present volume entitled “INDIA’S EXPERIMENT
WITH LOCAL DEMOCRACY” is the autcome of the
...::.?_5::: of differentarticles wriften by difterent Scholass in
thetr respective areas of interest. Fhe concept of Local Democracy

has been popularized in the field of developmental dhscoursein
fevel local governance

s defined as “the formulation and execution of collective action

At the local level” (Shah and Shah, 2006:1). Shah and Shah (2006)

argue that good local governance is not just about _:.c,.maimu
eserving the life and

range of local services but also about “pr  life 2
liberty of residents, creating space for democratic participation
and cvic dialogue, supporting market-led and environmentally
<ustainable local development, and facilitating outcomes that
enrich the quality of ife of residents” (ibid:2). Local government,
on the other hand, refers to the specific institulions created,
usually by national or sub-national organs of the state (through
constitutions, legislation and the like) with o focus on creating
the vehicle for the delivery of a sel of services in a specific
geographical jurisdiction. This means it is possible to have local
government without Jocal democracy, but not possible to have
good local governance without both good local government
and good local democracy. Increasingly the vehicle of local
m..;;ﬁ,:...,._,.rm\..E:..:l:ﬁ. is being seen as amaimportant focal area
by national governmenis and international agencies The Unmited
Nations (UN) Secretary-General's High-Level Panel on the Post-
2015 development agenda argues ™ Local authonties forma vital
bridge between national governments, communitics and aitizens
and will have a critical role in a new global partnership.... Local
authorities have a critical role in setting prionhes, executing,
plans, monitoring results and engaging with local firms and
communities.” (United Nations 2013: 10) Overall, then, the term
Jocal governance is used to describe a broader framework whach,
along with local government, encompasses civil society and its
enpagement - either individually as citizens, orin £TOUPINGS
such as civil socivty orgamizations, associalions, neighbarhoad
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